REVISTA INTERNACIONAL DE LA SIERVA DE DIOS
INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE OF THE SERVANT OF 60D

"Su mensaje sera de compromiso misionero y evangelizador, como el exigido hoy
insistentemente a toda la Iglesia por el Vicario de Cristo.”
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"Her message would be for missionary and evangelizing dedication like what is
being asked for insistently for all the Church by the Vicar of Christ.”
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La promocion de la figura histérica de la Reina Isabel no estd en contra de ningiin pueblo. pacion o razm; no esti en contra
de los judios o los mahometanos; tampoco ataca o promueve ningan partido politico: ¥ no va contra ninguna persona en particular.

Esta revista promueve la Reina Isabel como ejemplo de vida santa, de gran mujer y lider para el hombre moderno y espe-
cialmente para la mujer como individuo privado y como miembro de |a sociedad.

Sobre la canonizacion de I Reina Isabel esta revista no busca forzar en ninguna manera el juicio de la Iglesia, al cual nos
sometemos, sigmendo el buen ejemplo de la Sierva de Dios.

The promation of the historical figure of Queen Isabel is not against any particular people, nation or race; it is not against
Jews or Muslims; it neither attacks nor premetes any political partv; and is not against any particular person.

This magazine promotes Queen Isabel as an example of a holy life, of a great woman and leader for modern man and espe-
cially for wemen as individuals and members of society,

On the canonization of Queen Isabel this magazine does not seek to force in any way the judgment of the Church, to which
we submit, following the pood example aof the Servant of God.
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FAVORES / FAVORS

Valladolid, Espaia: Recientemente, se ha reportado
un favor de la Reina lsabel, en la provincia en la
que murio, Valladolid. El abuelo de una familia
sufria pneumonia. Los doctores comunicaron a
dicha familia que éste no tendria mucho tiempo de
vida. Ellos sin perder esperanza de su recupera-
cion, fueron a una Iglesia cercana y rogaron espe-
cificamente a la Sierva de Dios Isabel la Catélica,
por su completa recuperacion. Cuando regresaron a
casa, el abuelo estaba sentado, viendo la television,
sin sufrir ningin sintoma de pneumonia, la cual
acababa de sufrir una hora antes. Este caso, estd
actualmente bajo investigacion del Postulador de la
Causa, en Roma. -

Toronto Canada: Un hom-
bre en Toronto, Canada,
fue diagnosticado de can-
\.°r- Muchas oraciones se
ofrecieron a la Reina
Isabel por su completa
recuperacion y todas las
sefiales del cdncer desa-
parecieron, Cuando el
Postulador de la Causa y
la Santa Sede se entera-
ron, solicitaron que ese
sefior fuese personalmen-
te a Roma, para ser reco-
nocido alli por los docto-
res en el Vaticano,

Avda. Reina Victoria, 38 - 6A
28003 Madrid (Espaiia)

Tel: 91 534 07 74
Avila Tel: 920 22 34 73

Email: 73172.2577 @ compuserve.com

Valladolid., Spain: A recent favor of Queen Isabel
has been reported in the city where she died,
Valladolid. A family whose grandfather was suffer-
ing from pneumonia was told by doctors that he
hadn’t much more time to live. The family, not los-
ing hope of his recovery, went to a nearby Church
and prayed specifically to the Servant of God
Isabel the Catholic for the grandfather’s complete
recovery. When they returned home he was sitting
up, watching television and not suffering from any
symptoms of the pneumonia he had had just an
hour previously. This case is currently under inves-
tigation by the Postulator of the Cause in Rome.

Toronto, Canada: A man
in Toronto, Canada had
been diagnosed with
cancer. Prayers were then
offered to Queen lsabel
for his complete healing
and all signs of cancer
disappeared. When the
Vatican and the
Postulator of the Cause
of Queen Isabel heard
about this they asked him
to come to Rome so that
their own doctors could
investigate the case.

Suscripcion anual:

Ordinaria: 12,50 € .
Honoraria: 60 €,

Un ejemplar: 2 €.

Outside Spain

1 year Subscription: $ 25 USD

USA: 602 276 6098 or 1800 654 7944
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Mr. John Paul Paine,
recibid una tarjeta con la
siguiente  dedicacion:
iMe interesé¢ mucho el
haber leido sobre tus
actividades “Isabelinas™!
Rey de Bulgaria.

Queridos amigos:

Deseo agradecerles,
muy sinceramente, la
atencion que tuvieron el
pasado afo, difundiendo
el anuncio de los “II
Premios Internacionales
Isabel la Catolica. Ano
2001. Adjunto remito las
Bases de la convocatoria
de los 111 Premios Internacionales para el ano
2002, rogandoles muy encarecidamente su
difusion en la correspondiente seccion de su
admirada Revista.

Para cualquier aclaracion o informacion con
la que podamos serles ttiles quedo a su dis-
posicion. Un atento saludo.

Fernando Delgado
ACADEMIA DE LA HISPANIDAD

Capitulo de Nobles Caballeros de la Reina
Ysabel la Catolica.
Este premio se concede por excelencia litera-
ria, justamente bajo el patrocinio de Isabel la
Catolica, por la grandiosidad de su
Testamento y Codicilio.

Rev de Bulearia
King of Bulgaria

Mr. John Paul Paine
received a card with the
following dedicatory: |
B was very interested in
reading all about your
“Isabeline” activitities!
King of Bulgaria.

Very dear friends,

I wish to thank you
sincerely for your kind-
ness last year in pub-
' lishing the anounce-
i ment of the “Second
[nternational Isabel the
Catholic Award,” Yezy |
2001. Enclosed is the '
basis for the convoca-
tion for the Third International Award
2002, asking you earnestly to please pub-
lish it in the appropriate section of your
admirable Magazine.

I am at your disposal for any clarifications
or information with which we could be of
help. Greeting you attentively,

Fernando Delgado
ACADEMY OF HISPANIDAD

Chapter of the Noble Knights of Queen
Isabel the Catholic.
This award is for literary excellence,
rightfully under the patronage of lsabtuﬂ_
the Catholic.
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LA SIERVA DE DIOS,
ISABEL LA CATOLICA

Ultima parte del Resumen de la “Positio™ presentada
al Santo Padre

IV. El mensaje que la Reina puede llevar al
mundo

9. Su mensaje serd de compromiso misionero v
evangelizador, como el exigido hoy insistentemente
a toda la Iglesia por el Vicario de Cristo. Todas las
grandes empresas de la Reina Isabel, sin excepcion,
fueron en su dnimo, abiertamente declarado, prima-
ria y esencialmente misioneras y de evangelizacion:
la defensa y propagacion de la Fe constituyeron su
maxima preocupacion a lo largo de toda su vida, en
sintonia con los principios que acabamos de enun-

14T

10. Organizo en la Corte dos Academias para la
educacion literaria, social, religiosa.. de los hijos e
hijas, separadamente, de los Nobles y empleados
publicos con propasito de preparar la futura clase
dirigente, realizando pacificamente toda una revolu-
ci6n social: caso tnico tal vez en toda la historia. El
Conde de Castiglione. embajador del Papa junto al
Emperador Carlos V (1520-1528), declara: “En
nuestro tiempo todos los hombres grandes de
Espana, y famosos en cualquier cosa, han sido crea-
dos por la Reina Isabel”. En efecto fomenté extraor-
dinariamente la cultura (Cf. Cap. XXI. de la Positio
historica™).

I1. Por extraio que pueda parecer, el mensaje
serd de libertad religiosa, tal como la definiria en el
siglo XX el Concilio Vaticano 11, hasta el momento
de la necesaria expulsion de los judios del Reino: y
de espiritu de paz con los otros Estados y de cari-
\lad con los enemigos. Gracias al magninimo cora-
zon de la Reina con los Nobles rebeldes aliados con
el invasor Rey de Portugal, Isabel los convirtié en
excelentes colaboradores de la Corona, quitando de

ARTICULO PRINCIPAL / FEATURE ARTICLE

SERVANT OF GOD
ISABEL THE CATHOLIC

Last part of the Summary of the “Positio” presented
to the Holy Father

IV. The message that the Queen can give to the
waorld

9. Her message would be for missionary and
evangelizing dedication like what is being asked for
insistently for all the Church by the Vicar of Christ.
All the great undertakings of Queen Isabel, without
exception, were in their very spirit, clearly
declared, first and foremost missionary and evan-
gelizing; the defense and propagation of the Faith
constituted her greatest preoccupation during her
entire life, in tune with the principles that we have

Just mentioned.

10, She organized in the Court Council two
Academies for the literary, social, and religious edu-
cation for sons and daughters, separately, of nobles
and public employees with the intention of preparing
the future class of leaders, bringing about a whole
peaceful social revolution: possibly the only such
case 1n all of history. The Count of Castiglione,
ambassador of the Pope, together with the Emperor
Charles V (1520-1528), declares; “In our times all
the great men of Spain, and those famous for what-
ever reason, have been created by Queen Isabel”, In
effect she fomented culture extraordinarily (cf. Ch.
21, from the “Historical Positio™).

I'l. As strange as it may seem, her message would
be for religious freedom, just as it would be defined
in the 20th century by Vatican Council II, until the
moment of the necessary expulsion of the Jews from
the kingdom; and of a spirit of peace with the other
States and of charity to enemies. Thanks to the mag-
nanimous heart the Queen showed the rebel nobles
allied with the invading King of Portugal, Isabel
converted them into excellent collaborators of the
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este modo a las oligarquias casi feudales su impor-
tancia y peligrosidad.

12. Prohibiendo para siempre la esclavitud con los
aborigenes americanos, cuando la esclavitud era uni-
versalmente admitida doctrinalmente y continuo
siendo practicada durante siglos, la Reina Isabel dio
al mundo el primer ejemplo y un mensaje profetico
del respeto debido a la persona humana en cuanto
tal.

13. Su mensaje serd un solemne mentis al mate-
rialismo historico, en cuanto que el alma de todas
sus empresas de valor universal y duradero fueron
los principios de orden espiritual y sobrenatural.

14. Mientras en la Edad Media abundan los santos
de sangre Real, en la Edad Moderna faltan absoluta-
mente. Isabel la Catolica, bajo este aspecto, podria
llenar—al menos parcialmente—, un vacio que, en
honor a la verdad, no nos honra mucho.

ARTICULO PRINCIPAL / FEATURE ARTICLE

Crown, climinating in this way the importance and
menace of the almost feudal oligarques.

12. By prohibiting forever slavery with all
American natives, when slavery was universally
admitted doctrinally and continued to be practiced
for centuries, Queen Isabel gave to the world the
first example of this [illegalization of slavery], and
is also a prophetic message of respect owed to the
human person as such.

13. Her message would be a solemn destroyer of
historical materialism, in as much as the soul of uni-
versal and lasting valor in all undertakings were her
principles for the spiritual and supernatural order.

14. While in the Middle Ages saints with royal
blood abound, in the Modern Age they are absolute-
ly lacking. Isabel the Catholic, in this aspect, coul
fill—at least partially—a vacuum which, to tell thE"#
truth, does not do us much honor.

Parroguia de Santa Engracia (Zaragoza) La Reina Isabel, entre Santa Catalina y Santa Paula.
St. Engracia Parish (Zaragoza) Queen Isabel, between St. Catheline and St. Paula.
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Isabel la Catdlica un rol Providencial
Por su Excelencia Hector Riesle
(Camino a Roma Madrid 2001)

El plan de Dios sobre nosotros se realiza a traves de la
mteraccion de su Providencia y de su gracia con nuestra
libertad. Todos tenemos que decir si a Dios. y al confor-
mar nuestra voluntad a la suva, colaborar con la realiza-
cion de su plan de salvacion,

Fero, evidentemente, hay personas a las que Dios encar-
ga misiones especialmente importantes que podemos lla-
mar providenciales en un sentido eminente. Es el caso de
los apostoles, de los santos, de los papas v de los gober-
nantes.

Los roles no son iguales. Si pensamos en la importan-
cta de la Santisima Virgen tenemos el rol mds alto. el de
ser llamada a ser Madre de Dios Encarnado para la salva-
cion de los hombres. O el caso de San Pedro, llamado a
ser vicariamente respecto a Nuestro Sefor, piedra, funda-
mento v cabeza de la Iglesia. O de San Gregorio VII.
reformador y campeon de la libertad de la Iglesia, o de
San Benito para la evangelizacion de Europa, o de Santo
Domingo v San Francisco para la revitalizacion de la vida
de la Iglesia, o de Santo Tomas de Aguino come tedlogo
que dotaria a la Iglesia de un sistema intelectual amplio v
preciso, capaz de explicar la revelacion y refutar las herc-
jias. sistema cuya fecundidad es hoy tan grande como en
su tiempo,

También hay personas que,
aungue no esién canonizadas,
han desempefiado un rol provi-
dencial inequivoco. Pensemos en
la decisiva importancia que para
la defensa de la Iglesia v la evan-
gelizacion de América tuvieron
Carlos V v Felipe 11. No podemos
imaginar qué habria ocurrido si
ellos no hubieran dado una res-
puesta positiva al encargo que
Dios les hizo,

Evidentemente Dios podria
haber suscitado otras vias. aunque
quizd mas dificultosas, pues por
algo la misién les fue asignada a
ellos.

No siempre es facil apreciar la

Sr: D). Héctor Riesle. Profesar en
Derecho, Universidad Pomtificia
Catalica de Chile,

H.E. Hector Riesle Professor of Law,
Pontifical Catholic University of Chile.

Isabel the Catholic: a Providential Role
by His Eminence Hector Riesle
(Given at Path to Rome, Madrid, 2001)

The plan of God for us is realized through the interac-
tion of His providence and grace with our liberty. We all
have to say yes to God and conforming our will to his, col-
laborate in the realization of His plan of salvation.

But there are people to whom God entrusts especially
important missions, that we can call providential, in an
imminent way. This is the case with the apostles, saints,
popes and government leaders. The roles are not all equal.
If we think of the importance of the Blessed Virgin we
have the highest role, that of being called to be Mother of
God imcarnated for the salvation of men; or the case of St.
Peter, called to be “rock™ as vicar of Our lord, the founda-
tion and head of the Church; or of St. Gregory VII
reformer and champion of the freedom of the Church; or
of St. Benedict for the evangelization of Europe: or of St.
Dominie and St. Francis for the revitalization of the life of
the Church; or of 5t. Thomas Aquinas as the theologian
who would confer upon the Church an intellectual system
ample and precise, capable of explaining revelation and
refuting heresies, a system whose fecundity is today as
great as in his own time.

There are also persons that, although not canonized,
have brought to completion a providential role without a
doubt. We can think of the decisive
importance that Charles V and
Phillip Il had for the defense of the
Church and the evangelization of
America . We cannot imagine what
would have happened if they had
not given a positive reply to the
responsibility that God gave them.

God could have created other
ways—maybe even more difficult
ones—but for some reason the mis-
sion was assigned to them.

It is not always easy to appreciate
the dimension of the providential
role of our contemporaries. History
gives us the necessary perspective
and we say that someone that has
had a providential role in an immi-
nent way when the fruitfulness of
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dimension del rol providencial de nuestros contempori-
neos. La historia nos da la necesaria perspectiva, y deci-
mos de alguien que ha tenido un rol providencial en sen-
tido eminente cuando la fecundidad de su accion para la
vida de la Iglesia, que es como decir para la salvacion de
las almas, ha sido muy grande.

Naturalmente podemos hablar de lo que conocemos,
Nadie sabe qué fecundidad y trascendencia han tenido las
oraciones de los fieles, especialmente de quienes hayan
llegado a un alto grado de union con EL. Esas son cosas
que solo Dios conoce, que s6lo Dios pesa. como decia
Pemin, “en sus altas balanzas de cristal”.

Lo que también es claro es que las grandes vocaciones,
misiones o roles exigen una respuesta proporcionada,
Maturalmente Dios puede suscitar a Ciro, aunque este no
le conociera, para reedificar su templo, pero en el orden
normal de la Providencia y tratdindose de hijos de la
lglesia la mision es un medio de santificacion que requie-
re de nuestra libre adhesion v empeiio, de manera que el
cumplimiento del rol providencial indicado por la voca-
cién es lo mismo que nuestra santificacion. o, como diria
San Juan de la Cruz, nuestra subida al Monte Carmelo.

También es claro que tales grandes misiones divinas no
son ficiles. Su misma imporiancia las hace muy superio-
res a nuestras fuerzas. Pero con el auxilio de la gracia y
la entrega resuelta de la voluntad es posible cumplir con
el encargo. Y mientras mas pura, ¢s decir mas por amor a
solo Dios, haya sido la intencion de quien actia, su
accion serd mils meritoria ante El

Entre los casos que mas claramente aparecen como el
cumplimiento de un enorme rol providencial estd el de la
Reina Isabel la Catdlica. Pensemos un momento en cuan-
tas personas en el mundo hablan espaiiol. Es la segunda
lengua del mundo, hablada por 400 millones de personas.

Miremos el mapa. Ahi esta Ameérica, descubierta, evan-
gelizada y poblada gracias al impulso dado por la Reina
Isabel la Catolica y sus sucesores. Desde el Rio Grande
al Cabo de Hornos, una gran constelacion de paises no
solo hablan espafiol. sino son catdlicos y tienen una cul-
tura profundamente permeable, o, mejor, informada por
la fe catdlica. Agreguemos las catolicas Islas Filipinas, y
la gran poblacion hispanoamericana catolica que vive en
los Estados Unidos y deberemos concluir que una mitad
de la Iglesia Universal brota de la magna labor evangeli-
zadora en cuyo origen estd la Reina Catolica.

Espafia, realizo tal portentosa tarea evangelizadora.
Dificilmente podria haberse volcado a su gigantesca tarea

their action for the life of the Church—that is to say for
the salvation of souls—has been very great.

Naturally we can speak of what we know. No one knows
what fecundity and transcendence the prayers of the faith-
ful have had, especially of those who have arrived at a
high level of union with Him. These are things that only
God knows, that only God weighs, as Pemin says, “in His
high balances of Crystal™.

It is clear that great vocations, missions or roles exact a
proportionate reply. Naturally God could resuscitate Ciro,
although he did not know Him, to reconstruct His temple,
but in the normal order of Providence the “mission” is a
way of sanctification that requires our free acceptance and
decision, so that fulfilling the providential role indicated
by the vocation is the same as our sanctification or as St.
John of the Cross would say, our climbing Mount Carmel.

It is also clear that such great and divine missions are
not easy. Their own importance makes them far superior
to our strength. But with the help of grace and the firm
giving up of our will it is possible to accomplish the

charge. And the more purely—that is to say with moreqgy

love for God alone—the intention of the one who acts, the
more his action will be meritorious before God.

Among the cases that more clearly appear as a fulfill-
ment of an enormous providential role is that of Queen
Isabel the Catholic. Let’s think for a moment of how many
people in the world speak Spanish. It is the second lan-
guage of the world, spoken by 400 million people.

Let's look at the map. There is America, discovered
evangelized and populated thanks to the impulse of Queen
Isabel the Catholic and her successors. From the Rio
Grande to the Cabo de Hornos is a great constellation of
countries not only Spanish-speaking but also Catholic,
with a culture profoundly permeated, or better, informed
by the Catholic Faith. Let’s add the Catholic Philippine
Islands and the great Catholic Hispanic American popula-
tion that live in the United States and we should conclude
that half of the Universal Church springs from the
immense evangelizing work whose very origin comes
from the Catholic Queen.

Spain realized this so portentous evangelization under-
taking. With much difficulty would it have turned to its
gigantic undertaking in the New World if it had still been

exposed to Muslim attacks in the peninsular south, &’

where Granada was. The Queen had triumphantly
entered the Alhambra at the beginning of 1492, In
August of that same year three small ships put their
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en el nueve mundo si hubiera estado expuesta a ataques
musulmanes gue contaran con una cabeza de puente en el
suelo peninsular, como lo era Granada. La Reina habia
entrado en la Alhambra a comienzos de 1492, En Agosto
de ese mismo afio lres pequenas
naves pusieron proa al Poniente, y el
12 de Octubre se encontraron con el
prodigio de un nueve Continente,
prodigio tan grande que al comienzo
no se dieron cuenta de qué se trata-
ba.

Se dio aqui un delicado signo de la
Providencia. La nao capilana, que
de su original nombre de “La
Gallega™ habia sido rebautizada “La
Santa Maria” encallé el 25 de
diciembre en un arrecife de coral, y
con sus maderos se construyo el pri-
mer fuerte en tierras americanas.
Siempre me ha parecido que

lgstra Sefiora nos dijo con ésto:

L‘ﬁ’IL.‘ quedo en Ameérica, para darles
a mi Hijo", que es lo que siempre
Ella hace, y muy especialmente en
ese dia que era de Navidad.

Se habia realizado el descubri-
miento, y se planteaba otro colosal
desafio, que era el de su evangeliza-
cion. Asi lo considerd siempre la Reina. Al desplegarse el
plan de la Providencia habia que seguir respondiendo a
el,

La evangelizacion de América habria sido imposible, si
Espaiia hubiera estado en guerra interna o temiendo un
desembarco musulman en la cabeza de puente que cons-
tituia Granada, o con los turcos atacando en el
Mediterraneo Oceidental, o carente de unidad religiosa, o
con una Iglesia relajada v en crisis, o mal preparada.

Pero gracias a la Reina todas esas situaciones se habi-
an superado precisamente para ¢l momento del
Descubrimiento. De esto, podemos obtener dos ensefian-
zas. La primera es ver como la Providencia, anticipando-
se a la cnsis de la Reforma, abria para la lglesia catecii-
menos inniimeros en América para el banquete del Reino.

La segunda es que cuando se cumple cabalmente con el

ropio deber a menudo se ponen los fundamentos de bie-
nes insospechados. La Reina no se abocd a la conquista
de Granada, ni a la reforma de la Iglesia, ni al mejora-

Fray Hernando de Talavera, confesor de o Reing
v futwro Obispo de Granada
|"""r.'_'- Hernandio af Tilovera Canfessor of the

i:_.]m'e'.l.l. anel futiee n'll'-.f'.'.-rlr.l of Crramada

prows to the west and on the 12th of October they
encountered the prodigy of a new continent, a prodigy so
great that in the beginning they did not realize what it
really was.

A delicate sign of Providence was
given here. The captain ship, that
from its original name of “La
Gallega™ had been re-christened “La
Santa Maria” (The Holy Mary) sailed
past the coral reef barrier on the 25th
of December and with its wood the
first fort in American lands was built.
It has always seemed to me that Qur
Lady said with this that: ** | remain in
Ametica to give her to my Son,”
which is what she always does and
most especially on that day of
Christmas.

The discovery had been realized,
and with it the further colossal chal-
lenge of evangelization [of the New
World]. The Queen always saw the
discovery in this light. As the plan of
Providence is revealed we must con-
tinue responding to it.

The evangelization of America
would have been impossible if Spain
had been in an internal war, in fear of
a Muslim disembarkation on the bridge head that Granada
constituted or with the Turks attacking the west
Mediterranean, or from lacking religious unity, or with a
lax Church in crisis or not well prepared.

But thanks to the Queen all of these situations had
already been overcome precisely for the moment of the
discovery. From this we gain two teachings. The first is to
see how Providence, anticipating the crisis of the reform,
opened for the church innumerable catechumens in
America for the banquet of the Kingdom.

The second is that when someone accomplishes his
responsibilities thoroughly, frequently the foundations for
unexpected good are laid. The Queen did not bring about
the conquest of Granada, nor the reform of the Church,
nor the improvement of the Universities, nor the religious
unity of her kingdom because she had the intuition of a
continent about to be discovered. She simply saw that this
was her responsibility, which was for the good of the
church and for her kingdom and she put her all into
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miento de las Universidades, ni a la unidad religiosa del
reino porque tuviera la intuicion de un continente por
descubrir. Simplemente vid que ese era su deber. que era
lo bueno para la Iglesia y para el reino, vy se empeiio en
cumplir con su deber. Y asi. sin saberlo, habia preparado
a la Iglesia en Espafa v al reino para asumir la gigantes-
ca tarea que s¢ abriria ante ellos. y que seria realizada en
los siglos por venir.

Por otra parte, en el concilio de Trento la defensa de la
fé ante los luteranos fue obra principal de los tedlogos
espaiioles. Pero tales tedlogos fueron el fruto por una
parte, de la reforma de la Iglesia espafiola impulsada por
la reina, y por otra del desarrollo de las Universidades
espafiolas, que se relaciona directamente con el impulso
que los Reyes catolicos dieron a Salamanca y Valladohid,
y por otra, con la fundacion por el Cardenal Cisneros, a
gquien la Reina Catolica habia primero nombrado su con-
fesor vy luego propuesto para la Sede de Toledo, de la
Universidad de Alcala de Henares. De nuevo, al cumplir
con su deber, prepard para la lglesia las defensas que
necesitaria ante futuras tormentas que en el momento no
era posible prever. Fueron los tedlogos espanoles los que
rechazando ¢l nominalismo. el determinismo y el pesi-
mismo teoldgico afirmarian que el hombre puede cono-
cer suficientemente la verdad por su razon, tanto en lo
especulativo como en lo practico: que por ser racional ¢l
hombre es libre y responsable: que la ley moral es obje-
tiva, y que con el auxilio de la gracia podemos cumplir-
la; y todo esto porgue en definitiva nuestra naturaleza no
estd radicalmente corrompida, aunque si esté herida por
el pecado original v actual.

Pero también estd el florecimiento de la vida religiosa,
que comienza en Espaiia con la reforma isabelina para las
ordenes ya existentes, pero que en el clima de nuevo fer-
vor propiciara después la fundacion de la Compaiiia de
Jests y la Reforma del Carmelo, con Santa Teresa de
Avila v San Juan de la Cruz, Es dificil apreciar en toda su
magnitud, lo que eso significd en la Historia de la Iglesia
y para la salvacidn de las almas.

Mis alla de lo teologico v de la vida consagrada, o
Espafa le correspondio defender politica y militarmente
a la Iglesia, tanto de la agresion turca come de la de lute-
ranos y calvinistas, Tal accion es impensable sin un reino
unidoe y disciplinado, con un ejército entrenado en el
molde del Gran Capitin, con un pueblo monolitico en su
fé, y con los recursos de América. Todo eso brota de los
Reyes Catolicos y de la responsabilidad con que sus des-

accomplishing her responsibilities. And in this way, with-
out knowing it, she had prepared the Church in Spain and
her kingdom to assume a gigantic task that opened up
before them and would be realized over the centuries to
come.

At the same time, the defense of the Faith against the
Lutherans at the council of Trent was the principally the
work of Spanish theologians. These theologians were the
fruit on the one hand of the reform of the Spanish
Church—brought about by the Queen—and on the other
from the expansion of the Spanish universities, which was
a direct result of the impetus the Catholic Monarchs gave
to Salamanca and Valladolid (and also with the foundation
by Cardinal Cisneros, to whom the catholic Queen had
first named her confessor and later proposed for the see of
Toledo. of the University of Alcala of Henares). Again, in
accomplishing her responsibilities, she prepared the
Church’s defense against future storms that in the moment
could not be predicted. It was the Spanish theologians
who rejected theological nominalism, determinism ap-
pessimism and who would affirm that man can know trugy
sufficiently by his reason, as much in the speculative as in
the practical; that being rational, man is free and respon-
sible, that moral law is objective and with the help of
grace attainable, and all this because in definitive our
nature is not radically corrupted, even though it is weak-
ened by original and actual sin.

A flowering of religious life started in Spain with the
Isabeline Reform for the already existing Orders, that pro-
duced a climate of new fervor which later made the foun-
dation of the Society of Jesus and the Reform of Carmel
with St. Teresa of Jesus and St. John of the Cross possible,
It is difficult to appreciate in all its magnitude the signi-
ficance of all of this to the history of the Church and for
the salvation of souls. i

Going beyond what is of the theological and of the con-
secrated life, Spain was a great defender of the Church,
both politically and militarily, as much in the Turkish
aggression as in that of the Lutherans and Calvinists. Such
action is unthinkable without a unified and disciplined
kingdom, with an army trained in the mold of the Great
Captain, with a people monolithic in faith and with the
resources of America.

All this springs from the Catholic Monarchs and from tid’
responsibility with which their descendants assumed such
a task. Also in this case the Queen was notable for fore-
seeing such projections, but by her foresight and in
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cendientes asumieron tal tarea, También aqui la Reina no
podia prever tales proyecciones, pero su lucidez y cum-
plimiento del deber puso objetivamente la base para que
tales funciones pudieran ser asumidas en su momento,
Basta pensar qué habria ocurrido a la lglesia en y tras ¢l
siglo XVI sin la defensa que de ella hizo Espana.

Hicimos referencia a la extension del espanol en el
mundo. Pues la primera gramadtica castellana, la de
Mebrija. estimulada por la Reina Catolica, se publico,
curiosa coincidencia, también en 1492, el afio de la toma
de Granada v del descubrimiento.

LA REFORMA DE LA IGLESIA:

La formacion religiosa de la Reina debié mucho a la
Orden de los jeronimos, orden espafiola de eremitas,
influidos por la espiritualidad de Santa Catalina de Siena,
a quien sabemos cuanto importaba la reforma de la
Iglesia. La orientacion de la Orden era realista en cuanto
| conocimiento, defensora del libre albedrio v optimista
“esn cuanto a la capacidad de la naturaleza humana, per-
feccionada por la gracia, para alzarse hasta Cristo, su
modelo de perfeccion, con un fuerte acento en la oracidn
contemplativa y la virtud de la religién. La importancia
de esta Orden. en el reinado de Tsabel y en los sucesivos
fue enorme. Baste pensar que fray Hernando de Talavera,
confesor de la Reina y futuro Obispo de Granada era jero-
nimo, y que sus principales monasterios marcan los dife-
rentes reinados de Ella y de los primeros Austrias. El

;

accomplishing her responsibilities, she objectively laid a
foundation so that such functions could be assumed in
their time. It is enough to think of what would have hap-
pened to the Church in and after the 16th Century with-
out the defense which was made for her from Spain.

We made reference to the extension of the Spanish lan-
guage in the world because the first Castilian grammar,
that of Nebrija (encouraged by the Catholic Queen) was
published, curious coincidence, also in 1492, the year of
the taking of Granada and of the Discovery.

THE REFORM OF THE CHURCH:

The religious formation of the Queen owed much to the
Order of Jeronimo, a Spanish order of hermits, influ-
enced by the Spirituality of St. Catherine of Sienna, to
whom we know the reform of the Church was very
important. The orientation of the Order was realistic
about knowledge, a defending the free will, and opti-
mistic about the capacity of human nature, perfected by
grace, to move towards Christ, its model of perfection,
with a strong emphasis on contemplative prayer and the
virtue of religion. The importance of this order during
and following the reign of Isabel was enormous. It is
enough to realize that Fray Hernando of Talavera., con-
fessor of the Queen, and future bishop of Granada, was a
Jeronimo and his principles from the Monastery charac-
terize the reigns of Isabel and the first Austrias. The
Prado of Valladolid, Guadalupe (to which the Queen was

T G

Replica de la “Santa Maria”, la Nave Capitana de Colon.
Replica of the “Santa Maria ", the Flagship of Columbus.
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Prado de Valladolid, Guadalupe (del que tan devota fue la
Reina, y bajo cuya advocacion se daria la portentosa apa-
ricion de Nuestra Sefiora en tierras americanas), La Sisla,
Yuste, que es como decir Carlos V y El Escorial, que es
como decir Felipe II

También recibio la influencia de los franciscanos. El

mendicante fray Martin de Cordoba, escribid para ella un
libro que le fuera de ayuda, como programa vy orienta-
cion: “El jardin de las nobles doncellas™, que la Reina
slempre tuvo en gran estima.
Fue también influida por la “devotio moderna”™ de los
Paises Bajos y en su biblioteca figuran la “Imitacion de
Cristo” y las obras de Landulfo de Sajonia llamado “El
cartujano™. La Reina fue terciaria dominica, lo que esta-
blece un nuevo vinculo tanto con la tradicion tomista
como con ¢l celo por la Iglesia de Santa Catalina de
Siena.

En su entorno inmediato en Arévalo, estaba Santa
Beatriz de Silva, dama de su madre, fundadora de las
concepceionistas y que contaria con el apoyo de Isabel.
Tal devocion a la Inmaculada Concepecion de Nuesira
Sefiora se daba casi cuatrocientos afios antes de la
definicion dogmatica de tal misterio, al que Espafa
tendra especial devocion y del que serd gran defenso-
ra.

También estaba en su entorno infantil la esposa de
Gutierre de Cardenas, Teresa Henriquez, a quien su devo-
cion a la Eucaristia le valio el apodo de “la loca del
Sacramento”, La reina fue siempre extremadamente
devota de la presencia real de Nuestro Sefior
Jesucristo en la Eucaristia, Los esfuerzos de la Reina
se concentraron en la mejora intelectual de los cléri-
2os y la mejoria general de las practicas de piedad y
de las costumbres. Ya hemos hecho referencia al
apoyo a las Universidades, dando su preferencia a los
Estudios Generales. En un comienzo Valladolid v
Salamanca, y luego también Lérida, debian convali-
dar los titulos dados por otras universidades, con lo
que se garantizaba su nivel. Y BSantiago de
Compostela, Sigiienza, Valencia, Barcelona,
Mallorca. Sevilla y Zaragoza tuvieron catedras que
serian la base de futuras Universidades. Habia que
mejorar el nivel del clero y de la Jerarquia. Tras
negociaciones no siempre faciles, logrd un acuerdo
con la Santa Sede, que permitio mejorar la calidad de
los nombramientos y estimular las buenas vocacio-
nes,

very devoted, and under whose patronage would be
placed the portentous apparition of Our Lady in
American lands), The Sisla, Yuste, which is to Charles
V what The Escorial is to Phillip the 1L

She also profited from the influence of the
Franciscans. The mendicant Fray Martin of Cordoba
wrote her a book to help as a program and guide “The
Garden of Noble Ladies™ which the Queen always had
in high esteem. She was also influenced by the
“Modern Devotionary™ of the Low Countries and in her
library figure “Imitation of Christ™ and the Works of
Landolf of Saxony called “the Cartujano,” The Queen
was a Third Order Dominican, which shows a new link
with the Thomist tradition as well as with the zeal for
the Church of St. Catherine of Sienna.

Close to her in Arevalo was St. Beatriz of Silva, a
lady of her mother, foundress of the Concepcionistas
and who would count on the support of Isabel. This
devotion to the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady
was shown almost 400 years before the Dogmatic defi-
nition of this mystery, to which Spain would have a spagy/
cial devotion and of which would be a great defender.

There was also in her infancy the spouse of Gutierrez
of Cordinos, Teresa Henriquez, whose devotion to the
Eucharist merited for her the nickname of “The Fanatic
of the Sacrament.” The Queen was always extremely
devoted to the Real Presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ
in the Eucharist. The energies of the Queen were con-
centrated on the intellectual betterment of the clergy
and the general betterment of pious practices and cus-
toms. We have already made reference to her support of
Universities, given her preference for General Studies.
In the beginning Valladolid, Salamanca and also later
Lerida, needed to affirm the titles given by other
Universities, with which their level was guaranteed.
And Santiago of Compostela, Siguenza, Valencia,
Barcelona, Mallorca, Seville and Zaragoza had sees
that would be the base of future Universities. There was
the need to improve the level of the clergy and the hier-
archy. After negotiations, not always casy, she obtained
an agreement with the Holy See that permitted the
improvement in quality of appointments and stimulated
good vocations,

It was necessary to improve the observance in relis

gious orders. The basis for this was the convents of the
observance of the Benedictine province over which the
Abbot of Valladolid presided, the already cited
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Era necesario mejorar la observancia en las Ordenes
religiosas, La base para ello fueron los conventos obser-
vantes de |a provincia benedictina que presidia el abad de
Valladolid, los ya citados jerénimos y la observancia
mendicante de los franciscanos-El Abrojo v La Salceda-
y de los dominicos~San Pablo de Valladolid. No sélo se
restauraria la observancia de las citadas Ordenes, inclu-
yendo Montserrat, sino también la del Cister y de los
agustinos.

Todo esto no fue ficil, Se invirtié mucha reflexion, tra-
bajo y dinero, pues realistamente se vio que para desa-
rrollar la vida contemplativa habia que remediar la mise-
ria en que se encontraban muchos conventos, Mis que un
programa para obtener ciertos logros se tratdé de un
impulso que perdurd en el tiempo y trascendié a sus pri-
meros actores. Los reyes contaron con ayvudas preciosas.
Nombremos entre otros al ya citado Talavera, a Bernardo
Boyl. que introdujo los “minimos” en Cataluiia, al domi-
nico Fray Diego de Deza y a Cisneros, quien serd prime-
ro celoso reformador de los franciscanos y luego. tanto

omo confesor de la Reina que como Arzobispo de

[oledo, propuesto por Ella, de toda su provincia eclesids-
tica, ademds de fundador de la Universidad Complutense
¢ impulsor de la publicacion de la monumental Bihlia
Poliglota Complutense, la primera en su género.
Con este colosal esfuerzo, la Iglesia espaiiola estaba
renovada en su disciplina y observancia, en su celo y
espiritualidad, en Filosofia, Teologia, Sagrada Escritura y
Derecho. Cuando estallé la reforma Protestante ella no
contagio a Espaiia, que ya habia hecho su auténtica refor-
ma, dentro de la disciplina y segin la tradicién de la
Iglesia. Los tedlogos espafioles serdn los grandes campe-
ones de la ortodoxia en Trento, ¢ imprimirdn una orienta-
cion decisiva a la contrarreforma. Un afio antes de la
accesion de Isabel al Trono, habia nacido un nifio que lle-
garia a ser San Ignacio, fundador de la Compaiia de
Jesus. Diez anos después de su muerte, naceria una nifia
que hoy conocemos como Santa Teresa de Avila.

También estaba asi preparada la Iglesia espafiola para la
gigantesca tarea de Evangelizar todo un Mundo Nuevo.
La Reina orientd su reforma en forma que casi podriamos
llamar profética, y que no podemos mirar hoy sin nostal-
gia. Hoy, cuando el creciente proceso de secularizacion,

k_,rulu precisamente de lo que la Reina rechazd, estd des-
truyendo moral, religiosa y hasta culturalmente a

Occidente.
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the mendicant observance of the
Franciscans-The Abrojo and the Salceda-and of the
Dominicans-St. Paul of Valladolid. Not only was the
observance of said orders restored, including Montserrat,
but also that of the Cistercians and the Augustinians.

All this was not easy. Much reflection, work and money
was put into it because it was seen that for the growth of
the contemplative life the misery in which many convents
found themselves had to be remedied.

More than a program to obtain certain goals this was an
impetus that continued through time and outlived its orig-
inators. The kings counted on precious help. We name here
the already mentioned Talavera, Bernardo Boyl, who intro-

Jeronimos and

duced the "Minimos” in Catalunya, the Dominican Fray
Diego of Deza and Cisneros (who would be the first zeal-
ous reformer of the Franciscans and later as much a con-
fessor to the Queen as Archbishop of Toledo), proposed by
her, from all her ecclesiastical province, in addition to be
the founder of the Complutense University and impulse of
the publication of the monumental Polyglot Complutense
Bible, the first of its kind.

With this colossal effort, the Spanish Church was renewed
in its discipline and observance, in its zeal and spirituality,
in Philosophy, Theology, study of Holy Scripture and Law.
When the protestant Reform broke it did not contaminat
Spain, which already had completed its authentic reform
within the discipline and following the tradition of the
Church. The Spanish Theologians would be the great
champions of the Orthodoxy in Trent and would set forth
the decisive orientation for the counter- reform. One year
before the accession of Isabel to the throne a child had
been born who would come to be St. Ignatius, founder of
the Society of Jesus. Ten years after her death a girl that
today we know as St. Teresa of Jesus would be born.

In this way the Spanish Church was also prepared for
the gigantic labor of evangelizing a whole New World.
The Queen guided her reform in a way we could almost
call prophetic and that we cannot look upon without nos-
talgia, today when the continuing process of seculariza-
tion, the fruit of exactly what the Queen rejected, is
destroying the West morally, religiously and even cultur-
ally.

TO BE CONTINUED
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Escuela infantil Reina Isabel

La escuela infantil Reina Isabel, en Nigeria del Este, comenzo como un apostolado contra el ham-
bre para cerca de 80 nifios y nifias. Estos nifios se hallaban verdaderamente desnutridos; muchos de
ellos tenian deficiencia de proteinas, estomagos prominentes, ojos hundidos, etc. Por aquel tiempo,
organizamos un grupo de personas que preparara gran cantidad de alimentos ricos en proteinas y les
alimentara con una dieta basica diaria. Se dio también especial atencion a aquellos nifios que tenien-
do enfermedades, sus padres no podian hacerse cargo de las facturas hospitalarias.

Para el programa de nutricién, los padres traian a sus nifios para ser alimentados y atendidos de 8 a
12 horas, en que volverian a sus casas. Sus edades estaban comprendidas entre 1 y 5 afios.

En el afio 2001, las carreteras de acceso a Mgbakwu fueron reparadas v asfaltadas. desde las pobla-
ciones circundantes, las cuales se hallaban en muy malas condiciones, Esto hizo que Mgbakwu se
convirtiera en un atractivo para hombres de negocios y comerciantes. conduciendo a su gente hacia
un mejor estilo de vida. Las familias fueron capaces de alimentar mejor a sus hijos y esto hizo que el
apostolado contra el hambre dejara de ser necesario en esa zona. No obstante, la carencia de educa-
c10n paso a ser la preocupacion mas prioritaria para los nifios. Por ahora, sélamente nifias pequenas
han sido agrupadas y organizadas para formar una escuela infantil. Todavia no tenemos suficientes
medios para organizar a los nifios en la misma forma. Las nifias son cerca de 70, divididas en tresd
grupos en funcion de sus edades. Les ensefiamos, entre otras cosas a, hablar inglés, conocer la fé, can-
tar algunas canciones infantiles y también jugamos con ellas. Les ofrecemos ademads atencion médi-
ca cuando la necesidad se presenta.

Sc le did el nombre “Reina Isabel” a la escuela, porque las gentes de Mgbakwu se han convertido
recientemente al Cristianismo y todavia siguen luchando por deshacerse de bastantes practicas paga-
nas y creencias supersticiosas propias de su cultura. Dependemos de la intercesion de la Sierva de
Dios, 1a Reina Isabel, para ayudarnos a formar las mentes v los corazones de estos pequerios para que
se abran al conocimiento y el amor de Dios en sus aflos mds tiernos, para que puedan crecer como
Jovenes cristianos equilibrados en la sociedad.

Lucia Okonofua, MJ.
Awka, Nigeria Africa

Algunas nifias de la Excunela infan-
il Reina fsabel en Nigeria




ISAaBe, - G155

CURRENT EVENTS

Queen Isabel Children’s School

o

The Queen Isabel children’s school in Eastern Nigeria began as a feeding apostolate for over 80
children (boys and girls). These kids were really malnourished, most of them were protein deficient
with protruding stomachs, sunken eyes, etc. At that time, we organized a group to prepare a lot of pro-
tein foods and feed them on a daily basis. Special attention was also given to those children who had
ailments and whose parents could not afford the hospital bills.

For the feeding program, the kids were brought by their parents by 8:00 a.m. every day to be fed and
cared for till 12:00 noon when they would go back to their homes. Their ages ranged from one year
old to five vears old.

By the year 2001, the access roads leading to Mgbakwu [where we had the feeding program] from
the surrounding towns which had been in very bad conditions were repaired and tarred. This made it
become attractive to businessmen and traders, leading to an improved lifestyle for the Mgbakwu peo-
ple. They could afford to feed their children better and this made the feeding apostolate not practical
anymore for that area. But the need for education was still an urgent need for the kids. For now only
little girls were selected and organized into a nursery school. We have not enough accommodation yet
to organize the little boys into their own nursery school. The little girls are about 70 in number divi-

\.<d into nurseries I, 11, and I1I according to their ages. We teach them to speak English, to know the
Faith we sing some nursery songs and play games with them among other things. We also offer medi-
cal attention to them when the need arises. The name Queen Isabel was given to the school because
the Mgbakwu people are young converts to Christianity and are still battling with getting rid of many
pagan practices and superstitious beliefs in their culture. We depend on the intercession of the Servant
of God, Queen Isabel to help us form the minds and hearts of these young ones to be open to the
knowledge and love of God at their tender ages so that they may grow up to be balanced Christian
youths in society.

Lucia Okonofua, MJ.
Awka, Nigeria Africa

Some of the inle girls of the OQueen Isabel
Nursery Scheol in Nigeria
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